
 
 
 
 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN GALLERY AND ARTIST 

 

PREFACE 

 

This COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN GALLERY AND ARTIST was conceived 
with the objective of supporting the professional practices of galleries and their 
relationships with artists. FEAGA’s CODE OF ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES, 
as of June 2019, served as basis for this document, with adjustments made due to the 
specific Portuguese context. 

This document represents a set of recommendations and suggestions that are in no way 
mandatory to EXHIBITIO MEMBERS. But we recommend their implementation adjusted 
to each member’s particular case.  
 

EXHIBITIO board, January 2024 

(1st revision October 2024) 

  

 

 

 

  



COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

 

BETWEEN 
 
[Name of legal entity], a limited liability company, with headquarters at [address], with 
the tax identification number [NIF number], henceforth referred to as GALLERY, and 
represented in this instance by [name], with tax identification number [NIF number], 
with address at [address], in the capacity of [capacity]. 

AND 

[Name], with address at [address], and tax identification number [NIF number], 
henceforth referred to as ARTIST. 

 
WHERE:  
GALLERY is an art GALLERY whose main activity is the promotion, exhibition and sale 
of ARTWORKS by visual artists. The ARTIST agrees to collaborate with the GALLERY 
with the aim of developing their artistic career;  
In the present AGREEMENT, the ARTIST assigns the GALLERY as their MAIN GALLERY, 
which means this GALLERY will exclusively promote and exhibit the ARTIST’s work 
over a long period of time, with the possibility of occasional or continuous co-operation 
with secondary galleries, in other words, galleries that can work with the MAIN 
GALLERY; 
The GALLERY and the ARTIST are certain that the cooperation between the latter and 
the former as MAIN GALLERY will be advantageous for both of them in the long term 
and that it is in their interest to share the proceeds from the sale of the ARTIST’s 
ARTWORKS in a cost-effective manner. 

 
 
ARTIST AND GALLERY AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING 

Article 1  
Cooperation 

1.1. Through the present agreement, GALLERY and ARTIST wish to establish on good 
terms the modes of their cooperation.   

1.2. The ARTIST will make an effort to create works with a reasonable regularity, within 
the purpose of developing their production/work.  

 

 



Article 2 
Exclusivity and efforts on the part of the GALLERY 

 

2.1. The ARTIST and the GALLERY agree that the GALLERY will be assigned as the MAIN 
GALLERY in [country/region]. The GALLERY will represent the ARTIST in 
[country/region], in a regime of exclusivity. 

The GALLERY will be responsible for the sale of the ARTWORKS by the ARTIST, 
independently of the exhibitions and other initiatives they might be part of, and 
independently of the date and place of the sale (gallery, museum, studio or other), 
which means any commercial result occurring of a negotiation of an ARTWORK by the 
ARTIST should have the direct intervention of the GALLERY; that will charge a 
commission over the sale of the ARTIST’s work.      

2.2. A secondary gallery is understood to be a gallery that, in agreement with the MAIN 
GALLERY, collaborates occasionally with the MAIN GALLERY, receiving works by the 
ARTIST through the MAIN GALLERY for negotiation, or carrying out regular activities 
with the ARTIST, similar to those carried out by the MAIN GALLERY, even if under the 
tutelage of the ARTIST’s MAIN GALLERY. 

2.2.1 If the GALLERY works with secondary galleries, the ARTIST’s works will be 
delivered on consignment to those secondary galleries. The GALLERY and the ARTIST 
will determine the secondary gallery’s sale price through mutual consultation. The 
secondary gallery will bear its own costs. 

2.2.2 Unless otherwise stated, in the case of a sale made by the secondary gallery, the 
GALLERY, as MAIN GALLERY, and the secondary gallery will be entitled to 10% and 
40%, respectively, of the sale price without VAT. The commissions referred to in the 
previous paragraph may not apply in the case of the cooperation between two main 
galleries.  

2.3. The GALLERY will invest in the reputation of the ARTIST through the organization 
and/or financing of promotional activities, in a consistent fashion, according to the 
specific and mutual agreements between GALLERY and ARTIST.  

2.4.1. The GALLERY will also invest in its own reputation, as a work tool of the ARTIST’s 
own reputation, via:    

 Maintaining a permanently active physical space, with regular programming and 
open to the public;  

 Regular submission of applications to international art fairs; 
 Development of relationships with national and international art gallery 

associations;  
 Maintaining a regular presence in online contemporary art platforms;  
 Promoting the regular collaboration with curators and critics;  
 Promoting a proximity with private collectors and public and private 

institutions;  
 Maintaining their own fixed cost structure;  



 Production of content: invitations, biographies, exhibition leaflets, press, etc., 
perhaps with translations if previously agreed 

2.4.2. Specific agreements may concern certain actions aimed at presenting the 
ARTIST’s work to the public in the best possible circumstances, in close co-operation 
with the ARTIST. Some examples of those actions: 

 The organizing of exhibitions and conferences;  
 Serving as a liaison with the press (journalists and critics), in order to increase 

the visibility and reputation of the ARTIST;  
 Representing the ARTIST in national and international art fairs;  
 Submission and follow up of acquisition proposals to institutional buyers;  
 Promotion of exhibition catalogues and books about the ARTIST’s work;  
 Cooperation with other galleries to expand the ARTIST’s network, according to 

Article 2.2.;  
 Efforts in the placement of the ARTIST’s work in private and public collections;  
 Promotion, as far as possible, of artistic and academic research on the ARTIST’s 

work;   
 Maintaining an archive of articles, reviews, photographs, etc., related to the 

ARTIST’s work.  

The above list reflects potential areas in which the GALLERY will endeavour to make its 
best efforts, but this list is not comprehensive or binding when it comes to any specific 
point. It will be up to the ARTIST and GALLERY to produce additional agreements 
connected to cooperation and the specific needs relating to the ARTIST’s career 
development. The GALLERY will continually advise the ARTIST on the development of 
their career. 

2.4.3. Except otherwise stated, the GALLERY will bear the following costs: 

 Insurance of the works while consigned to the gallery space, warehouses owned 
or rented by the GALLERY and art fairs (considering also periods of transport);  

 Public relations and press relating to the exhibitions; 
 Installing and dismantling costs, according to what is agreed;  
 Art Fair participation fees.  

 

Article 3  
Consignment of works 

 

3.1. Unless otherwise agreed, the ARTIST’s ARTWORK which is provided to the 
GALLERY will always be on consignment to the GALLERY.  

3.2. The GALLERY may keep the ARTIST’s ARTWORK in stock, exhibit and sell it, as well 
as requesting the return of the ARTWORK to the ARTIST. Ultimately, the ARTIST’s 
ARTWORK must be returned, in good condition, to the ARTIST when the cooperation is 
over. 



3.3. For every ARTWORK provided by the ARTIST to the GALLERY, a consignment 
document should be drafted, in which the ARTWORK will be identified by title, 
production year, dimensions and technique, as well as the indication of the 
recommended retail price and, if applicable, the production costs. The consignment 
document must be signed by both parties. A list of consigned ARTWORKS should be 
updated at least once a year.  
In order for that document to be drafted, the ARTIST should supply the following 
information to the GALLERY: a high-resolution image of the work, title, year, 
dimensions, technique and installation instructions. This information should be 
conveyed by e-mail or another agreed digital method.  
If ARTWORKS indicated in the consignment list are used for exhibitions outside the 
GALLERY, they will be treated as if they were lent out by the Gallery. 

3.4. The ARTIST will always remain the owner of the consigned works. 

 

Article 4  
Exhibitions 

4.1. As the MAIN GALLERY, the GALLERY will organize exhibitions with the ARTIST’s 
ARTWORK both nationally and internationally, in consultation with the ARTIST’s 
network (other main galleries). 

4.2. The GALLERY itself will organize both solo and group exhibitions at regular 
intervals; the frequency of those intervals will be determined case by case. 

4.3. The ARTIST will make the effort to produce ARTWORKS with a reasonable 
regularity between those initiatives. 

 

Article 5  
Sales 

5.1. The GALLERY will set the sale prices for the ARTIST’s works in collaboration with 
the ARTIST. The sale prices will be the same for sales within the space of the GALLERY 
or outside (in particular, from the studio).  

5.2. The GALLERY will receive a commission of 50% of the net price, without IVA [VAT], 
minus the production costs (if applied). 
When selling the ARTIST’s work, the GALLERY will bill the total price to the buyer. The 
ARTIST will in turn bill their portion to the GALLERY. After receiving the payment by 
the buyer, the GALLERY will pay the ARTIST’s share within a period of  X days. 
Regarding the sales by a secondary gallery, the GALLERY will act in accordance with 
Article 2.2. 

5.3. The ARTIST will receive 50% of the net price, without VAT, minus the production 
costs (if applied). 



5.4. The GALLERY may make any discount up to X % for private collectors and up to X% 
for institutional collections without the prior permission of the ARTIST. In these cases 
the discount will be share in equal parts by the GALLERY and the ARTIST. Higher 
discounts may be established by mutual agreement. 

5.5. The GALLERY will inform the ARTIST of any sale. The GALLERY will supply the 
ARTIST a list of public and private collections that include their work.  
 

Article 6  
Client information 

The GALLERY is not obliged to provide client information. If the GALLERY and the 
ARTIST agree to exchange client information, the information will remain the 
GALLERY’s property. The ARTIST cannot use this information for commercial purposes, 
for instance, by conveying it to another gallery, respecting the GDPR (General Data 
Protection Regulation).  

 
Article 7  

Insurance 

The GALLERY pledges to insure all the artworks in the GALLERY’s space. The 
GALLERY’s liability will remain limited to the coverage paid by the insurer. The value to 
be insured will be the value of the consignment excluding VAT (the ARTIST’s share in 
the event of a sale) or the value of the production of the ARTWORK when possible (for 
example, a photograph that can be reproduced). 

 

Article 8  
Transportation 

8.1. The ARTIST pledges to deliver their works at the GALLERY, properly packed and in 
good condition.  
The ARTIST should ensure a safe and appropriate packaging of their ARTWORKS when 
delivering to the GALLERY, in order for them to be able to be sent to buyers, or returned 
to the ARTIST.   
 
8.2. The GALLERY pledges to return the works to the ARTIST, properly packaged and in 
good condition, to an address given by the ARTIST.  
 

Article 9 
Photographic material 

9.1. If the ARTIST agrees to concede photographic material to the GALLERY, they are 
ensuring that there have been agreements made with the photographer that allow the 
material to be used in any media, printed and online relating to the GALLERY. The 



ARTIST will allow the GALLERY to reproduce and publish this photographic material of 
their works without additional payment. This may relate to publications of the 
GALLERY, with the collaboration of museums and/or other entities connected to the 
GALLERY in any medium, printed and online, with the due photographic credits.  

9.2. If the GALLERY agrees to concede photographic material to the ARTIST, they are 
ensuring that there have been agreements made with the photographer that allow the 
material to be used by in any media, printed and online. The GALLERY will allow the 
ARTIST to reproduce and publish this photographic material of their works without 
additional payment. This may relate to the ARTIST’s activity relating to museums and 
other entities connected to the GALLERY, and in any medium, printed and online, with 
the due photographic credits and courtesy, as: Courtesy of [gallery name]. 

 

Article 10  
Courtesy 

10.1. If the ARTIST’s work is exhibited publicly by third parties (galleries, museums and 
similar entities), the GALLERY should, as the MAIN GALLERY, be mentioned as the 
lender of the work, in the label placed next to the work Courtesy of [gallery name]. The 
ARTIST will make sure that the third party concerned complies with this agreement. 

10.2. In the same way, a reference to the GALLERY should be made in publications about 
the ARTIST, catalogues about their work, press releases and other materials. The 
ARTIST will also include a permanent reference to the GALLERY in their own website, 
and/or other communication platforms as social media. The mention should state: 
[artist name] represented by [gallery name].  

 

Article 11  
Special Projects 

11.1. The GALLERY will advise the ARTIST on opportunities for special projects, such as 
commercial partnerships (copyrights and collaborations) and publications in light of the 
agreements made in Article 2.3. 

11.2. The ARTIST and the GALLERY will always make specific agreements about such 
special projects. 

11.3. If the GALLERY is in charge of promoting the special project, there will be a 
commission taken by the GALLERY of up to X % of the ARTIST’s fee. 

 

 



Article 12  
Duration and Termination 

12.1. The present agreement will be active for a X-year period after the date of 
signature, after which the agreement will automatically be tacitly extended for 
subsequent X-year periods. If one of the parties wishes to terminate the agreement after 
the initial X-year period ends, it must provide notice of this in writing by registered post 
at least X months before the initial X-year period ends. 

12.2. If the agreement is extended, the GALLERY and the ARTIST will consult each other 
during the last 6 (six) months of the X-year period about the further development of the 
ARTIST’s activities, making specific agreements on the efforts which the GALLERY and 
the ARTIST will undertake for the next period. These agreements will be included as an 
addendum to this agreement. During the period of notice of termination, all that is 
stated in the present agreement must be fulfilled.  
 

Article 13  
Ethics and Conduct 

13.1. The GALLERY and the ARTIST agree to defend their mutual image and reputation.  

13.2. The GALLERY and the ARTIST will not discriminate, in the context of their 
activities, professionals, collaborators, and other people involved in joint endeavors 
with basis in their gender, race, nationality, religion and sexual orientation.    

13.3. The ARTIST agrees to not compromise the image of the gallery, its partners and 
collaborators, other artists working with the gallery, and sporadic partners, like 
curators, critics and other people involved with the activity of the gallery. The GALLERY 
should have the same conduct towards the ARTIST.   

13.4. The GALLERY will promote their collaboration with the ARTIST on their website, 
social media and other platforms, as an artist represented by the GALLERY.  

 

Article 14 
Choice of Law and Competent Court 

14.1. This agreement is subject to the legislation of [country of legislation]. Any dispute 
will be resolved exclusively by the district court of the city of [name of city].  

There are two copies, one for the GALLERY and one for the ARTIST, made of this 
agreement, in the city of [name of city] on [day/month/year].   

       

                     GALLERY                                                                                                   ARTIST 


